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Bits and Leadlines 
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Important Dates to 
Remember 

A Letter from The Executive Director  

Dear Friends of HorseAbility, 

Happy New Year! I can think of no better way to begin HorseAbility’s 20th 
year than by sharing some exciting news. It has always been my goal and ambition to 
have property completely devoted to HorseAbility, tranquil and spacious, a facility 
that would allow for the growth of our programs as we continue to serve the special 
needs community. That goal has been realized in a newly-forged partnership with 
SUNY College at Old Westbury.  HorseAbility will be moving to a space six times the 
size of our current location. 

 As local history enthusiasts 
know, the campus of SUNY Old West-
bury is the former estate F. Ambrose 
Clark - industrialist, sportsman, 
philanthropist, and avid horseman.  
Although his home, Broad Hollow 
House, burned down in 1968, the sta-
bles remain. In addition to the acres 
of grassy turn-outs, forty three roomy 
stalls, an enormous hayloft (that can 
hold 40 tons of hay), heated tack 
rooms, and indoor wash stalls, there 
is still space for multiple classrooms 

and therapy rooms. This facility will allow us to further expand our current programs 
and increase with new programs. 

The warm welcome and support from Dr. Calvin Butts III, President of SUNY 
Old Westbury and the tremendous support of Senator Marcellino and Supervisor 
Venditto is very much appreciated during this transition.  Part of our commitment to 
the community and SUNY College at Old Westbury is to refurbish and renovate the 
property. Mr. Clark’s magnificent barn is still standing however the facility needs ex-
tensive renovations and “extreme” updating to create safe, spacious, beautiful, and 
virtually limitless possibilities for expansion of our services. The creation of a premier 
riding facility, that provides the best environment for our horses and our participants 
that is completely handicapped accessible is a monumental task. 

We have been working diligently preparing the property, building new riding 
rings, walkways, parking areas, updating all of the facilities, and beginning construc-
tion. We have had many people already begin to show their support with financial 
donations, in-kind service donations and construction (indoors and outdoors) in sup-
port of the 2.3 million dollar renovation budget.  To accomplish our goals we need the 
financial support of our community and the generosity of sponsors who share our vi-
sion for the future. Our first challenge is to raise necessary funds for our initial move 
( $75,000.00). Opportunities to lend a hand are limitless!  Join us on Facebook, and 
Twitter to keep current with all the monumental changes taking place. 

More than ever, I am touched by the generosity, kindness, and willingness by 
our clients, friends, volunteers, and supporters to go above and beyond for HorseAbil-
ity.  The theme  chosen for our Gala, “On Course for Our Future”, was designed with 
this transition in mind. And thanks to all of you, the event was a huge success!  We 
are absolutely on course and heading for our new home! 

 

Gratefully , 

Katie 
Founder/Executive Director  

Have an idea or story you would like us 

to publish in our next issue of “Bits and 

Leadlines”? Make a submission via 

email to nancy@horseability.org.  



 As the Fall Series comes to an end and the Winter se-

ries and New Year is upon us, it is a great time to reflect on the 

programming offered this past year at HorseAbility. 

 Countless lessons gave the “gift of Horses” to our rid-

ers as they overcame anxieties, improved self esteem, attention 

spans, cognition, physical mobility or simply enjoyed an equine 

experience while feeling good about their accomplishments at 

the end of each lesson.  HorseAbility Field Trips this spring and 

fall or “Days of Fun” as the participants would like to call them, 

gave students from surrounding school districts an opportunity 

to learn how to groom a horse, ride a horse and enjoy a picnic 

lunch on the “hunt field”.  The Spring and Fall Horse Shows 

were great successes allowing clients to demonstrate their rid-

ing as family and friends cheered them on.  Special Program-

ming such as Equine Facilitated Therapy, the Equine Studies 

Program and Peer Mentoring has provided both our riders and 

non-riders with ground horse- related activities that are great 

for the “soul”.  Our HorseAbility Summer Day Camp was once 

again proven to be the best week on Long Island providing nu-

merous fun filled activities for the campers such as including 

swimming, horseback riding, sports, arts & crafts and special 

activities such as drum circle and karaoke and an Equine Stud-

ies Program. 

  

 Being a part of HorseAbility and this programming 

has given me a great sense of fulfillment, satisfaction and many 

great memories.  As Hor-

seAbility undertakes its new 

path to its next phase of 

growth in a beautiful loca-

tion full of opportunities, I 

too will enter a new phase 

of my life as a horse owner 

and trainer.  Owning a 

young horse is a big com-

mitment and therefore it is 

with mixed emotions that I 

announce my resignation as the Ride School Director at Hor-

seAbility.  I feel truly blessed to have had the opportunity to 

meet such inspiring clients and parents, dedicated volunteers, 

beautiful, giving horses, hard working staff, social workers, 

therapists and motivating instructors with unique personalities 

and teaching styles.  It is because of all of you and our belief in 

the HorseAbility mission of providing safe Equine activities 

with benefits to the special needs community that this year’s 

Therapeutic Ride Series was such a great success.  I will miss 

you but have entered my life’s next phase (named “Bijou”) with 

great anticipation and excitement as I will continue to learn 

and teach something new every day.   I wish you all the best and 

a Healthy and Happy New Year. 
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A Letter from The Ride School Director      
        Sue Haggerty 

By Wendy Schonfeld 

As a therapeutic riding instructor, I have come to learn 
that inspirational coaching has been the most effective in stimulat-
ing endless possibilities for my riders.   

Inspirational coaching to me is a fusion of encourage-
ment, trust, and praise. It helps a novice rider unlock his true po-
tential and provides a fresh approach to learning for the skilled 
rider.  My goal as an instructor is to consistently empower my rid-
ers and volunteers.   This includes using motivational tactics, con-
stant reinforcement and effective communication. 
I find  these aid independence, builds on self esteem and promotes 
decision making and problem solving.  The specific skills we teach 
in the ring also benefit our riders outside the ring.  These skills also 
help foster courage and celebrate confidence in their everyday 
lives.   

These skills would not be possible without the practice 
and patience of our horses.  For years I have witnessed the mystical 
connection between a horse & rider and know how truly life chang-
ing it can be.  Each lesson, each victory and each hug we experience 
with our horses creates a deeper appreciation, stronger connection 
and significant triumph not only for horse and rider but for in-
structors, like me, who are blessed to be part of the journey. 

From the Instructor’s Saddle…  
(A Guide to Therapeutic Riding Column for Riders, Parents & Caregivers)  

From The Director Of Clinical Services 
    Eileen Booth, MS,OTR/L 

 

Warm wishes during this chilly season! 
 
 I would like to share with you my excitement on  
HorseAbility's new adventure. Our new home, located on the cam-
pus of SUNY Old Westbury offers our clients a richer environment 
with more sensory opportunities. We will have a large grass track 
where we will build a sensory trail to challenge clients balance and 
strength, while incorporating new sights, sounds, and textures. 
There will also be trails nearby, and a wonderful ring dedicated to 
hippotherapy. As we move towards the future, HorseAbility is 
grateful for your continued support and we are honored to be your 
chosen facility to offer your family members quality Physical, Oc-
cupational, and Speech Therapy Services.  

HorseAbility acknowledges the remarkable  
   efforts of  Sebastien Saylor! 
 
  Sebastien competed in the Tough 
Mudder Competition on November 12th in 
memory of his sister Olivia Saylor and Carly 
LeStrange, both share a love for horses.  In 
their honor he has successfully fundraised 
over $16,000 to help “share the gift of hors-

es”. The collective contri-
butions will  support our 
campers and fund  field 
trips for the Bayport-Blue 
Point School . 

 
 
To learn more or make a donation:  
http://www.crowdrise.com/Ssaylor/fundraiser/

SebastienSaylor 



Greetings from the HorseAbility Herd!  
 
 The barn has picked up again after the holidays and 
the HorseAbility herd is ready to get back to work!  
 During these winter months it is important to have the 
extra volunteer help to keep the horses happy and the barn 
area safe for both horses and humans. The horses are in need 
of volunteers to continue to give them their daily TLC and 
grooming even if the weather is too cold for lessons. Also, the 
barn will be in need of volunteers on a regular basis who can 
help salt the arena and barn area to keep the ground from 
freezing, as well as strong volunteers to help shovel us out 
when the snow comes. Please let Spirit or Antoinette know if 
you are interested in being part of the winter volunteer team at 
the barn.  

Greetings From The Barn  Antoinette DeGruccio- Equine Director &  the HorseAbility Herd  
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The HorseAbility Herd Winter Needs: 
 
**Waterproof blanket boxes 
with secure lids 
 
**Snow Shovels 
 
**Large Salt/Seed Spreader 
 
Rubber mallets (to break the 
ice out of the buckets) 
 
Saddles (pony size up to 
draft horse size) 
 
Rainbow reins 
 
Adjustable Crank Helmets 
(X-small, Small, medium, large and x-large) 

Volunteer Dedicates Her Time  
for Mitzvah Project 

     
Jane Friedman dedicated her 
bat mitzvah (charity) project to the 
Saturday volunteers,  in honor of 
their hard work and commitment 
to our organization. Jane donated 
a pizza lunch, bottled water, 
munchkins, and 
cookies which 
were enjoyed and 
appreciated by 
all of the 
volunteers.  

 
Thanks Jane! 

Volunteer News   Spirit  Seabre- Director of  Volunteers  

O ctober Volunteer of the 
Month Katie Braunstein.  

She is one of the most requested 
volunteers because she is a strong 
leader and sidewalker, she is very 
reliable and professional. In ad-
dition to helping with TR lessons 
and Hippotherapy, Katie is also a 
LIHSSRD Show Team volunteer.  

Volunteer of the Month 

Annual Appeal Donations - Our Sincere Thanks! 
We would like to sincerely thank you all for your many Annual Appeal donations. Your 
generosity is truly appreciated. It is because of you that we are able to continue the programs 
that make the difference in the lives of so many. 

D ecember Volunteer of the  
Month Gabby Gusumano 

has quickly and successfully 
learned to groom, tack, sidewalk 
and lead for both hippotherapy  
and therapeutic riding.  A reliable 
volunteer who earned the 100% 
attendance award and always 
gets her horse in the ring early. 

N ovember Volunteer of 
the Month is Julia 

Bassin. Julia is a reliable 
and hard working volunteer 
on Saturdays.  Julia is not 
scheduled to work on one 
certain team but she is al-
ways ready to jump in wher-
ever and whenever needed.   

We are very 

excited to 

announce the birth 

of Caeden James Thomas-

Martin to the proud parents 

Jamie & Tristan Thomas-

Martin. Born on December 

14th, 2011 at 2:29 pm- 7lbs 

9oz, 19.5”.   

Welcome Baby Caeden! 

Thank you to 
Caroline 
Schrama 

 

Caroline forfeit-

ed her 8th birth-

day gifts, and 

requested dona-

tions be made 

towards a schol-

arship to Camp HorseAbility for 

her friend Sarah.  

Thank you for your generosity 

and kindness.  
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Linda Wigandt 

Judith Schutzman 

The Fint Family  

Alan Wolper  

Michelle Kannavos 

Andrew Criqui 

Donations collected by Caroline Schrama in lieu 
of gifts for her 8th birthday to sponsor a friend to 
Camp HorseAbility 
Dr. Eric & Lori Hieger 
Theresa & Russel Heier 
Shanequa Levin 
Matthew McEvoy & Suzanne Manaseri 
Donna Cahill 
Julie Earley 
Christopher & Heather Ross 
Eric & Julie Schrama 
Andrea Briody 
James Mattutat 
Nicole Franz 

Donations and Sponsorships collected in  

support of Horses for Heroes  
Family Bagel 

Bellmore Street Fair 

Wardons Deli 

Associated Food 

Gregg Seibert 

Jean Geiger, Vice Flotilla CDR,USCG AUX Flotilla 13-07 

Debra & James Martin 

Donations in honor of Katie & Danny McGowan’s 
11th Wedding Anniversary 
Thomas Musgrove  
Tara & Kevin Anglim 
Christine Collura 

Donations in support of The McGowan Family 
Matching Grant 
Bluecrest Capital LTD 
Mike Nessim 
Anthony & Nancy Bausano 

Donations in honor of Jamie & Tristan  

Thomas’s Wedding Wish 
FOUR Food Studio 
Jessica & A.W. Corriher 
The Deleo Family 

The Velez Family 

The Eisenbacher Family  

The Carboy Family  

Donations in memory of Andrew Burrous  
The Junior Women's Club of Bellerose 
Eugene Schmidt, Jr.  

Donations collected by Sebastien Saylor in 
memory of Olivia Saylor & Carley LeStrange 
Christine Weekley 

Ellen McCaffrey 

Eugene Lubliner 

Elizabeth Tate 

Janet McCaffrey 

Nathaniel Johnston 

Maureen McCaffrey 

Darlene Gaffney 

Jeremy Goldberg 

Paul Saylor 

Jeanne C Davis 

Gemma Saylor 

Kristin Will 

Leda and Paul Saylor 

Joshua Goldberg 

Benjamin Johnston 

We are so greatly appreciative for all the 
donations of financial contributions, goods 
and services made to HorseAbility. Your 
support  makes it possible for HorseAbility 
to offer such amazing programs!   
(List complied from donations  4/15/11-12/1/11. We apol-
ogize for any errors- Please inform us if your name is 
misspelled or missing from our list) 
 

Monthly donations in honor by Barry Hershfield 
in honor of Linda Wigandt 

The Likit Corporation for donation of Lickit toys 
for each of our HorseAbility horses 

David & Minnie Meyerson Foundation for their 
generous donation in support of Camp Hor-
seAbility. 

Jericho-Brookville Lions to sponsor a Camp Hor-
seAbility camper 

Coliseum Deli for donation of salads & side dishes 
for the Camp HorseAbility Family Fun Day 
BBQ 

Glynis Humphries & Sue Haggerty for in kind 
donation of Fly Spray for the HorseAbility Herd 

Jane Schwartz & Richard Leland for donations 
towards Hughie’s monthly care  

Stephen & Bebe Barbella in honor of Mr. & Mrs.  

Joseph Valentino Celebrating 50 years of mar-
riage! 

USA Equestrian Trust for a most generous grant 
for LIHSSRD show sponsorships for the Hor-
seAbility Show Team 

M&M Roofing Co. for donation in the name of 
Victoria Rae Natale 

Patti Grasso in memory of Richard Uhlich 

Sue Woodburn & Family in memory of Florence 
"Mickey" Markey 

Kathy Sue Zankel in honor of Robin Needleman 

Salil Zavaro & the Sunday Night Tennis Group 

Sea Glen Tennis Club Ladies Day Charity Event 

Linda Simpson & Imagination Network for dona-
tion of holiday ornaments & unique gifts. Artists 
Helping HorseAbility Holiday Fundraiser 

Mitch & Laurie Beller 

Dr. Mitchell Boxer 

Arthur Bruskin & Pam Holbrook 

Carole Gerrity 

Lisa Katz 

Hal & Lynda Katz 

Carol Machulski 

Maria Michael 

Susan & Kit Miller, Miller & Associates 

Chris Murphy 

Bob Nobile   

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Raubvogel 

Mavin & Zita Rosen 

Larry & Sandy Simon 

Laurence Glickman in honor of Robin Needleman 

Dinah Mark 

Carol Campos-Merritt 

Stephen Broughton 
Sebastien Saylor 
Kim Lestrange 
Vera Ogle 
Fred Pedroletti 
Joanne Tehrani 
Rebecca Campbell 
Margaret Booth 
Sara Saylor 
Laura O'Shea 
Dana Galanti 
Danielle Carothers 
Clare Guarnieri 
Lisa Roach 
Anne Salvador 
Roberta Zoller 
Jim Moccio 
Robert Josefsberg 
Anonymous 
Nancy Celentano 
Benjamin Holstein 
Sonia Mandelbaum 
Cynthia Murphy 
Richard Sisson 
Melissa Broughton 
Michael Broughton 
Michele Eteve 
Christina Collins 
Lauren Locke 
Simon Sechiari 
Carolyn Rincon 
Edward Apuzzo 
Carrie Rush 
Steve Johannesman 
Sarah Cahalane 
George Roach 
Patricia Collins 
Patricia Collins 
Dan Sechiari 
Nina Cosci 
Kenneth Goldberg 
Debra Anderson 
Nathan Livingston 
Deborah Lena 
Kim LeStrange 
Rebecca Gordon 
Pascal Haas 
Nicole Savin 
Jennifer Graziano 
Melissa Zaleski 
Peter Gilmore 
Barbara Aiello 
Miranda Paulis 
Kara Long 
Maureen Raemdonck 
Patricia Ogno 
Elizabeth Milton 
IngBritt Sholder 
Sally Gordon 
Peter Harris 
Maureen Thomas 
Laurence Dorsey 
Merrill Thompson 
Matthew Slavin 
Tara Anglim 
Keri Anello 
Ryan Tomassone 
Christine Grahn 
Mellisa Waldman 
Ronald Bard 
Randy Katakofsky 
Patricia Lee 
Jennifer Corso 
Jodi Sleavensky 
Kerri Maloney 
Keri Vita 
Bobby Ashrafi 
Kris Almskog 
Dena Ferrara 
Allison Tessier 
Kerry Vann 
Randazzo & Randazzo LLP 

A Special Thanks for All of Your Support!  
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Roland Perini 
Lynn Durkin 
Michael Stango 
David Richardson 
Matthew Birdsall 
Stephen Svajian 
Jocelyn & Martin Broughton 
Christine Johnson 
Danielle Hiernaux 
Adamo Notarantonio 
Niki Bhattacharya 
Eileen Cahill 
Paul Smith 
Stuart Paterson 
Grace Mueller 
Luisa Weiss 
Rebecca Simpson 
Charles Green 
Megan Capay 
Irene Rubbo 
Alexandra Stephens 
Eileen Dvorak 
Emily Garnica 
Rosalie McCaffrey 
Julie Staadecker 
Lisa Guarriello 
Caitlin Ryan 
Laura Behanna 
Lisa Reinherz 
Clare Cronin 
Dorothy Derbyshire 
Peter Sechiari 
Elizabeth Ullman 
Cynthia Court 
Paul & Carolann LaFountain  
Vincent McCarthy 
Erik Hastings 
Alison Hillhouse 
Ronald Allen 
Academy Street 
John & Tammy Santora 
Camilla Ella 
Demi Brooks 
Stacey Loeffler 
Patricia Collins 
Anne Lebleu 
Nicole Greco 
Michelle Varghese 
Mary C Craig 
Lisa Von Glahn 
Linda Cohen 
Victoria Latino 
Fergus Johnston 
Christina Schroeder 
Katherine Cox 
Bridget Stein 
Gilmer Edmunds 
Anthony Johnston 
Robert Paterson 
Denise Harenberg 
Andrew & Jane Saylor 
Zina Hunt 
Corinne Saylor 
Heather Winters 
Linda Thomas 
Erica Iuvara 
Marcus Priaulx 
Paul Sechiari 
Jamie Mistretta 
Jennifer Liberatore 
Ellen Goldstein 
Pat Johnston 
Kimberly Collins 
Matthew Feddern 
Mary & John Nolan 
MCB 
Angela Dungate 
Anonymous Donations from 
Friends, Family & Supporters  

Donations Continued  All of our Sponsors, Support-
er, Donors, Attendees & Vol-
unteers who helped make our 
“On Course for our Future” 
2011 Gala a great success!  
 

300 Long Island Lanes 

A&S Pork Store 
About Face & Nicole Gallo 
Absolute Fit Fitness Studio 
Admiral Craft Equiptment Corp  
Peter Aliani 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Allen 
Woody Allen  
Amadeo Amato & Nationwide Insurance 
American Roadside 
American Wholesale Nurseries 
Dr. Jack & Lori Ames 
Betty & George Andreadis  
Angelina's 2 Restaurant  
Jennifer & Kerrick Apostol 
Robin & Robert Araujo 
Aromatherapy 
Avalon Electric & Hal Peller  
Azuma 
Bagel Terrace 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Bahnik & The Bahnik 
Family Foundation 
George & Debbie Baker 
Irma Barbara 
Dr. Scott & Amy Barkin 
Tina Basarico 
Barry Bass 
The Battaglia Family 
Richard & Alexandra Baudouin 
Howard Bauman 
Bayville Fire Company 
Bell Blvd Pharmacy & Joseph Mangini 
Mitch & Laurie Beller 
Susan & Bruce Berger 
Sheri Blewis The Jewelry Lady 
Block Institute, Inc. 
Emily Bobick  
Bodyline Medispa  
Karen & Drew Bogner 
Rachel Moore & Michael Bogner 
Robert Bonaimo 
Martin Boorstein 
Eileen Booth  
Michael & Christine Bosclair 
Louise Brady 
Karen & Ken Bratmann 
The Braunstein Family 
Bridgehampton National Bank 
Merle & Gloria Bruskin 
Nancy Finkelstein & Edward Burnbaum 
Steve & Carolyn Bzura 
Colleen Cahill 
Steph & Steven Cangialosi 
Valerie Cannata 
Dr. Christine Capurso 
Carl Nielson Equine Vetrinarian 
Carrabba's Italian Grill 
CAZ Invetments & Christopher Zook 
Mitchell & Shari Cherne 
Nicole Chiarulli 
Christina's Epicure 
Sarah Cohen 
Cold Spring Golf Club 
Frank & Lea Colon 
Conair  
Bernadette Conlon 
The Conolly Family  
Coram Equestrian Center & Ann Mu-
caria 
Elaine Cordingly Hayloft 
Costco 
Liz Crabtree 
Cravings Gourmet Market 
Creative Images Hair Salon 
Crest Hollow Country Club 

The Cronin Family  
Cross Island Collision 
Jacie Cupertino 
Dairy Barn 
Dakotah Salon & Spa 
Bruno DeBueriis 
Antoinette DeGruccio & 
 Adam Przybyszewski 
Phil, Debbie & Sarah Deitch 
Del A Mer Salon 
Gary Denner & Family 
Comila, Hugh & Tara Denning 
Diefendorf Capital Planning Asso & Chis 
& Roey Diefendorf 
Paul & Brenda DiGiovanni 
Erena DiGonis 
Rosemarie Diorio 
Denise & Jenna Dolan 
Mary & Frank Donnelly 
Marcy Meltzer & Mike Dorfman 
Bernie Doyle 
Dreaming Tree 
Marilyn & Charles Dudek 
East Norwich Vetrinarian Clinic & An-
drew Hajdu, DBA 
Christina Ladas, Stephan & Alexandria 
Economu 
Louise B. Edelman 
Daniel Eisenberg 
Keith Eisenberg 
Leslie & Norman Eisenberg 
Embassy Diner 
Joseph Epifania 
Ernst Architect PLLC 
EXO Greek Restaurant 
Family Home Improvement Corp 
Famous Dave's BBQ 
Jorge Ferreira  
Maggie & Kevin Fitzgerald 
FOUR Food Studio  
Franklin First National Bank  
Allen & Carol Fritz 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Galindo 
Megan Gargulio 
Gayle Monroe Inc. 
Geller Dental Group 
General Security 
Carole Gerrity 
Jill Gierasch 
Cathy Giuffrè 
Gizay Michaels Hair Salon 
Jeffrey Goldberger 
Goodwill Industries 
Dr. Beverly Gordon 
Betsey Grabham 
Maria Grady  
Patti Grasso 
Greenfield's ShopRite 
Anita Greenhaus- Greenhaus PT 
Sean & Lauren Greenhut 
Richard & Sharon Greenstein 
Greystone Global  
Richard & Christy Gudaitis 
John Gursky 
Hampton Classic Horse Show 
Hands on Horse Massage 
Sue & Brian Haggerty  
Tim Hayes & Hayes is for Horses 
HBL Wholesalers 
Suzanne & Gabby Hernandez 
Hillcrest Dental Association & 
 Drs. Ira & Ana Cohen 
Andrea Hirsch 
Hobby Horse Saddlery   
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hoff 
Pam & Arthur Holbrook-Bruskin 
Honu Kitchen & Coctails 
Margot & Phil Horn 
Horseware/Triple Crown  
Barbara & Kaitlyn Hotchkin 
Huntington Yoga & Dana Pinchera 
Hunter Sports & Mark Wroobel  
Iavarone Brothers 
Indian Head Ranch   

IRH 
Kellyann & Katie Jackson 
Patrick Nicholson & Dee Jacobitti 
Jerry & Lois Jacobs 
Jericho Nails 
Anker & Margaret Johansen 
Karen Jones 
Joyva 
Howard Kalachman 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Katz 
Dr. Lisa Katz Buglino 
Eugene & Sheila Kaufman 
Kaufman Organization & Ed Kaufman  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kelly 
Kerrits 
Peter, Randi & Ashley Kilcommons 
George Russo & Jessica Kilcommons 
Randall Kilgore 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kinane 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kirwin 
Mimi Klein  
Sharon Klein  
Knott Chiropractic-Dr. Knott & Family  
Ira D.Koeppel, DDS P.C. 
Koeppel, Martone & Leistman, LLP  
Rich & Jackie Kolodziejski 
Jack & Cecelia Kooman 
Rob, Donna & Charlie Kosina 
Kramer Portraits  
Mike & Jill Kuller  
Zoe, Debby & Peter Ladas  
La Piazza   
Larkfield Delicatessen 
Landtek Group & Leonard Genova  
Michael Leavy 
Lee's Jewelry Box  
Tim Leipert 
Susan Lerner 
Sandra & Bobby Libretto 
LI Holistic Center  
Eileen Linde 
Geraldine & Tony LoFaso 
Frances LoRusso 
Paige Loundsbury 
Jane Luppino 
M&M Roofing & Michael MacDonald 
Carol Machulski 
Sophia Madden 
MagniFlood Inc. & Ken Greene 
Carolyn Mahon Equine Massage  
Gina Maranga 
Senator Carl & Dr. Patricia Marcellino 
Marchon 
Margolin, Winer & Evans LLP 
Marie Claire 
Evelyn Marienberg 
Dinah Mark 
Maroni's 
Martha Clara Vineyards 
Mason and Mason, P.C. & William Mason  
Massa 
The McAdam Family 
Danny & Katie McGowan 
Paula McGuffey 
The McLoughlin Family 
Jon Megans Hair Salon 
Mercatos Restaurant 
Merritt Environmental- Chuck Merritt  
Seymour Meyer 
Susan & Kit Miller  
Patrice Miller 
Miller & Associates 
Steven Minicozzi 
Nina Mironenko 
Mohawk Mountain Ski Area 
Molloy College 
Gayle Monroe 
Marianne Moone, SLP 
Gary & Janine Moran 
Nancy & Katelyn Morrie 
Kevin & Christine Moser 
Larry Moser 
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GALA  2011 “On Course for our Future”  

 November 4th  2011, HorseAbility celebrated the 19 wonderful years of our programs at our annual Gala, “On Course for 
our Future”. The exciting news as to why the theme was chosen for the evening was revealed to all of the friends and family of 
HorseAbility, our awardees, and honorees who gathered that evening to celebrate members of our community who have been 
instrumental in our success. We are delighted at the great success of this year’s Gala. “On Course for our Future” is the next step 
for the future of HorseAbility, which will help us to support our financial goals as we begin our transition to our new home at the 
College of SUNY Old Westbury.  The funds raised throughout the evening allow us to continue to provide the programs we offer at 
highest level of service.  
 This year, we were pleased and proud to honor the Penzel Family, Mike Dorfman, Tammie Topel, Christine & Kevin 

Moser and Supervisor John Venditto. Each of the 
honorees have been steadfast supporters of our pro-
grams and have greatly contributed to our success. 
Kudos to each of them and their great work on our 
behalf. Program awards were also presented to par-
ticipants that were selected for 2011 as nominated by 
staff and peers.  
 We are currently seeking sponsors, both 
corporate and individual, on many levels for our 2012 
Gala to be held this upcoming November. Also need-
ed are volunteers to join our Gala Committee. We 
need help with basket assembly, assist with market-
ing, obtaining donations of goods, services and funds. 

Please contact our office and let us know if you are interested in being a part of 
our committee. 
 We are counting on you, our community, to help us spread the word of 
all the great opportunities offered at HorseAbility to your friends and families, 
employers and neighbors. Consider placing a congratulatory ad to honor your 
child, their instructor or an honoree, all donations large or small are helpful to 
our future.  

HorseAbility 2011 Program Awardees 
Rider of the Year: Meaghan McAdam 

Hippotherpy Rider of the Year: Kerrick Appostol, Ava Barbera & 
Amanda Wallace 

Camper of the Year: Charlie Kosina & Billy Schafer  

Volunteer of the Year:  Tara Denning, Katie Jackson, Jacqui Nunez, 
Amy Rimmer & Maria Roman  

Lifesaver Award: Gene Kaufman & Lauren Schnal  

Can’t Do it Without You!  Jamie Kolodziejski-Thomas  

Who’s Better Than You! The Horn Family 

HorseAbility Spirit Award: Nancy Tejo 

LIHSSRD Ed Wrigley Sportsmanship Trophy:  Carole Gerrity  

Presidential Service Awards  

Gold Level 

Emily Bobick  Nicole Carboy Tara Denning  

Jenna Dolan  Leslie Eisenberg Rebecca Fetherston 

Katarina Fielding  Jane Friedman Megan Gargiulo  

Gabriella Hernandez Katie Jackson Katelyn Morrie 

Brianna Murphy Jacqui Nunez Angela Porchetta 

Amy Rimmer  Tristan Thomas   

Bronze Level 

Julia Bassin  Deirdre Cooney Anita Greenhaus 

Karen Bogner Patti Grasso  Caeley Looney 

Donations Continued  

Sybil Moser 
Chris, Patrick & Brianna Murphy 
My Gym 
Arun & Sonia Myer 
John, Roxanne & Danielle Napoli 
Pat, Rae, Lexi & Tory Natale 
Anthony & Loretta Natelli 
Jennifer Navaro 
Nelson & Pope Engineers 
Newbridge Securities 
George Nieves 
Bob Nobile 
North Shore Autism Circle 
NuBest Salon & Spa 
Laurie, Miguel & Jacqui Nunez 
Patrick Reid O'Brien's My Town Art 
Linda O' Brien 
Ohm in the Home 
Pat Olds 
Grace O'Leary  
On Parade Diner 
Outback Steakhouse 
Cathy Paccione 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Paladino 
Virginia Parker 
Amy Staper Pastor 
Jeff Patane 
Myrna & George Patane 
Patane Press & John & Todd Patane 
Pavlova Salon 
Mark Pearlson, CA/PFS 
Lisa Pellegrino 
Fred, Wendy & Joe Penzel 
Perillo Family 
Phase 1 Removals Inc & Thomas Daly 
Phils Pizza II 
Piccola Bussola II 
Piccolo/Mill Pond 
James E Picken & The Town of Oyster 
Bay Republican Committee 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Pismeny 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Podwell 
Polar Mechanic Corp & Joseph Yannaco 

Pomodorino Restaurant 
Angela Porchetta  
Judith Price 
Primavera Italian Store 
Prime Petroleum Corp 
Printers 3 
Prism Power Group & Mike Davis 
Jordan Puccio 
Marvin Rafe 
Diane Rafferty  
Random House Children's Books 
David & Catherine Rapelje 
Sheri & Kelsey Renz 
Philip Rhoads 
John Rhodes & Rhodes Farm 
Rice Farms 
Jennifer, David & Amy Rimmer 
Michelle Roberts 
Rocco's Italian Gormet Latticini & 
Pork Store 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Rolley 
Lumi Rolley 
Miguel & Maria Roman 
Ronmar Industries 
Marvin & Zita Rosen 
Mr. & Mrs. Asher Rosenberg 
Ellen Rosengard 
Erica & Austin Rosh 
Rothmann's Steakhouse 
Runyons Restaurant  
RW Educational Strategies 
Denise Ryder 
Saf-T-Swim 
Errol & Lura Salm 
Andrew Sandler 
Mara & Ricky Sandler  
Sandra Johnson ,CPA 
Sebastien & Gemma Saylor 
The Schafer Family 
Karen Scharnberg 
Alyssa Scherer 
Dr. Meredith Jaffe & Dr. Richard 
Schloss 
Lauren Schnal & Simaan Gaffrey  
Drs. Wendy & Michael Schonfeld 

Christa Schorn 
Judith Schutzman 
Evan Schutzman 
Ellen Schwartz 
Roxanne Schwartz 
Neil Schweitzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Sciarillo 
Spirit Seabre  
Seagua Deli 
Sefarth Shaw 
Janet Seitz 
SFA Interiors Inc. 
Shari's Place 
Shawnee Mt. Ski Area  
John & Kathy Sherry 
Sidney B. Bowne & Son 
Jesse Silverman 
Molly Silvestri 
Larry & Sandy Simon 
Simons Hardware 
Harmanak Singh 
Joshua Skolnick 
Susan Skolnik  
Ann Smyth 
Solomons Jewelers 
SoundSide Physical Therapy 
Spa Adriana 
Sportime at Roslyn  
MaryBeth Stalter 
Robert & Palma Stanton  
Marilyn Stefans 
Stefans and Associates  
Dave & Donna Stefans-Haber 
Mr. & Mrs. Leigh Steffann 
Stew Leonards 
Helaine & Jeffrey Strauss 
Todd & Valerie Street 
Terri Stryker 
Jean & Mike Sullivan 
Richard Sumcizk 
Syosset Speech & Hearing 
Syosset Taxi  
Helene Talsky 
Nancy, Carlos & The Tejo 
Family 
 
 

Margaret Terribile 
The Carlyle on the Green Table 99 Restaurant 
The Dinan Family Foundation 
The LiRo Group & Rocco L. Trotta 
The Nate Berkus Show 
The Prince Lumber Company & Guy Apicella 
The Riders Choice 
The Tack Shop 
The Tailored Sportsman 
Tesoro Restaurant 
Donald Theide 
Jamie & Tristan Thomas 
Thomas School of Horsemanship & Nancy Thomas 
Tammie & Alan Topel 
Touro Law 
Town Bagel 
Tropical Smoothie Café  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Tunkel 
Supervisor & Mrs. John Venditto 
WABC-TV News 
Renee Wagenberg 
Donald Wainlands 
Joanne, Robert & Amanda Wallace  
Walmart 
Dr. Deborah Weinstock 
Steve & Vivian Weiser 
Western Suffolk Psychological Services 
Linda Wigandt 
William & Sonoma 
Cindy & The Wittels Family 
Whitestone Lanes  
Whole Foods 
Wolffer Estate Vineyard 
Sue Woodburn 
Youngs Farm 
Lisa Zito 
Zorns Poultry Farms 
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LIHSSRD and the HorseAbility Show Team     Nancy Tejo, HA Show Team Manager 
 

 HorseAbility Show Team News 
  The 2010 – 2011 Show year culminated  on September 4th at the 

LIHSSRD Championship Finals at the Hampton Classic.  Many of our riders  

gained enough points over the course of at least four shows to be  invited to com-

pete in the LIHSSRD Finals.  Congratulations to Cailin Chan on winning the Inde-

pendent Champion Class at the 2011 Finals! 

 Throughout the past show season the competition has been quite compet-

itive.  The first Division, with a record number of entries, has often been split into 

two divisions.  

  Our strong team of riders, instructors, volunteers and horses continue to 

place very well at all the shows with lots of smiles and hugs all around. Welcome to 

our newest Show Team Riders for the 2011-2012 season, Vicky Russo and Joshua 

Gootnik.   

 The next show is  Sat., April,14th 2012, at The Thomas School of Horsemanship.   

For more info. about our Show Team and  LIHSSRD  please visit www.horseability.org, call the  

HorseAbility office 631.367.1646 and ask for Nancy  Tejo , or speak with your riding instructor. 

 

Caitlin Chan riding Topaz in 

the Independent Class. 

Joe Penzel trotting in the  
Independent Class on 

Double  Double  Your Donation with Corporate Gift Matching  
 Many companies have programs through which they will “match” the charitable contributions made by their employees. This may also 

apply to retirees. Through corporate gift matching, your employer can multiply your gift to HorseAbility, making it go further. 

 Check with your company’s Human Resources office to see if they offer gift matching. If your employer does offer this program, your 

Human Resources department should provide you with a matching gift form to send to HorseAbility along with your donation. Complete this form 

and mail it with your donation to:  HorseAbility, 238 Round Swamp Road, Melville, NY 11747 
 

HorseAbility will verify receipt of your gift and return the form to your company for matching funds. 

The Long Island Horse Show Series for Riders with Disabilities “LIHSSRD”  was created to  offer an opportunity for riders 

with disabilities to experience the same fun and excitement of competition at recognized horse shows as any other riders.  

Why join the Show Team?  Participation on the HorseAbility Show Team helps to build stronger riders, develop good horse-

manship,  sportsmanship and confidence.   Many of our HorseAbility Show Team-LIHSSRD riders, volunteers, trainers and families 

have formed bonds and cheer each other on at the shows, at the barn or outside in their personal lives through the supportive com-

munity at HorseAbility.  

Our Team Needs You!  The HorseAbility Show Team  wants riders like you, who want to experience the thrill of equestrian compe-

tition at recognized horses  shows on Long Island and work towards an opportunity to compete in the LIHSSRD  Finals  at the Hamp-

ton Classic Horse Show.  

http://www.horseability.org/
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238 Round Swamp Road Melville, NY 11747 | phone 631.367.1646 |  fax 631.367.1647|  email: nfo@horseability.org | web: www.horseability.org 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: _________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: ___________________Email: ___________________________________ 

Payment Type:   ____ Cash     Check # ______   Credit Card (type):   MC   /   VISA   /  AMEX 

Credit Card #: _______________________________________ Exp: ___________ 

 

Name on Card: _____________________________________________________ 
 

HorseAbility is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax-deductible. 

Please accept my tax-deductible contribution of: 

$500   $250    $100   $75    $50   $25   $15   $Other________ 

I want to Support HorseAbility! 

Please make my donation  in honor  /  in memory   of: __________________________________________ 

Send Acknowledgement to: ____________________________________________________________ 


